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 Significant of ADHD
 ADHD ??? Attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder

(ADHD), or hyperkinetic disorder (HKD),
is a neurobehavioural disorder characterised
by a persistent pattern of inattention and/or
hyperactivity-impulsivity that is more frequently displayed
and more severe than is typically observed in individuals
at a comparable level of development.
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 Significant of ADHD [Impact]
 The chronic nature of ADHD means that it has a significant

impact across many aspects of patients’ lives, including
social, academic and occupational functioning.

 These impairments can have long-term consequences for
an individual’s functioning and quality of life.

 ADHD can also affect the lives of parents, carers or other
family members by causing difficulties in the home and
putting strain on relationships.

 The financial burden of ADHD may also be significant
with associated costs for individuals, families, society and
healthcare services.
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 Significant of ADHD [Epidemiology]
 ADHD prevalence rates may vary depending on several

factors;
 : Age – ADHD can affect children from pre-school age2-4

and increasing recognition is now given to the fact that
ADHD can extend beyond childhood and adolescence into
adulthood.

Gender – a higher prevalence is often reported in males.
 Subtype of ADHD – combined-type ADHD is generally

considered most prevalent in all age-groups.
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 Significant of ADHD [Symptoms of ADHD]
 Three key features define attention-deficit hyperactivity

disorder (ADHD)
 inattention
 hyperactivity
 impulsivity
and the contribution of each to an individual’s presentation
of ADHD varies from patient to patient.
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 Significant of ADHD [Symptoms of ADHD-Inattention]
 Inattention is characterised as an individual moving between

tasks without completing any one activity, seemingly losing
interest in one task because they become diverted to
another. Individuals with inattention are often easily
distracted and forgetful
and experience difficulties
when organising activities.
At school, children with
ADHD may struggle to
listen and be frequently
distracted; in the workplace.
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 Significant of ADHD [Symptoms of ADHD-Hyperactivity]
 Hyperactivity presents differently, depending on the

patient’s age. In children, it often manifests as restlessness
and may involve the child running and jumping around,
getting up from a seat
when he or she is
supposed to remain seated,
fidgeting and wriggling or
excessive talkativeness
and noisiness.
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 Significant of ADHD [Symptoms of ADHD-Impulsivity]
 Individuals with impulsive tendencies can be reckless and

appear impatient and are often disinhibited in social
situations.

 They may find it difficult
to wait their turn,
intruding on or interrupting
others’ activities or
blurting out
answers to a question
before it has been
completed.
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 Significant of ADHD [Screening]
 It is important to accurately evaluate each patient’s unique

symptomatic characteristics, using medical classification
systems such as
 The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders-IV

(DSM-IV)
 The International Classification of Mental and Behavioural

Disorders (ICD-10).
 DSM-IV categorises patients with ADHD by three main subtypes:

combined-type, inattentive-type and hyperactive-impulsive-type.
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 Situation of ADHD-WWW
 The mean worldwide prevalence of ADHD is between

5.29% and 7.1% in children and adolescents (<18 years).
 The prevalence of ADHD in Europe was estimated at just

under 5%
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 Situation of ADHD-Thailand-1
 The prevalence of ADHD in Thailand was estimated

at just under 8.1%
 Boy 12 %
Girl 4.1 %  [B:G = 3:1]

Southern region was highest at 11.7%
 northern region was lowest at 5.1%
 ADHD were mostly of the combined type of 3.8%
 hyperactive/impulsive type were lowest equals to 0.9%
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 Situation of ADHD-Thailand-2
 The clinical characteristics of ADHD in Thai children
Most cases were in the 6-12 years
 Came from small families with 1-2 children
 B:G = 3.4:1
 The most frequent chief complaints were;

- academic/learning problems.
- ¼ came for problems not directly related to ADHD.

- the most frequent complaints were aggressive and
oppositional behavior.

 Comorbidity was found in 53.5%
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 Approaches for ADHD
Drug
Additional Approaches
Parenting Training
Psychotherapy
Behavior therapy
Social skill Training
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